Nang Autumn Chung Thuy

Truyén ngan cla Nguyén Ngoc Hoa

Dau thang Tam, sau khi anh Han di Gia N3 Dai va mét sé gia dinh & may can léu ké can lan luot
xuat trai di dinh cuw, t6i ddm ra lo quan lo quanh, d6i khi tu hdi khéng biét co quan thién nguyén
HOi nghi Do thai Thé gidi cé lam mat hé so bao tro gia dinh minh hay khéng. Ban dém tdi thirc
khuya lam toan tham lau hon va ban ngay hay ngdi trdm ngdm mét minh trong [éu. Mt hém
thang Sang di ra ngoai vé, dat theo mdt thi€u ni¥ trac hdm lam, ham sau tudi, va goi giat toi ra
khéi viing im lang thuong &,

“Anh Ba Hoa nh& chi Thu ban hoc cla tui & Tuy Hoa khéng?”

“A, Lé Thu 1a mot hoa khéi cla trudng trung hoc Nguyén Hué, 1am sao khdng nhé cho
dugc? Mai dé ma d3 gan mudi nam,” téi gwong dirng day chao.

T6i gép L& Thu hé ndm 1966, khi tdi vé tham nha & Tuy Hoa lan dau tién. Thang Sang /dy le voi
dng anh hoc dai hoc & Sai gon va 1&n 16i khoe céc cb gai dep nhat Tuy Hoa déu hoc cung 1ép dé
nhi (I6p 11) vé&i nd, cd ndo né cling quen than. Mot hdm né dan t6i dén choi nha Lé Thu, mot
cdn nha tranh khiém t6n gan bd rudng trén duwdrng Nguyén Hué. Sau khi gidi thiéu toi va nang,
nd tré tai an ndi, m& may ndi huyén thuyén, va choc cuwdi mot cach vo vi. Ngudi thiéu nit thuy
mi v&i mai téc dai xda ngang vai rat dé dat, néi nhat girng, va c6 gang khong dé 16 vé mién
cudng tiép khach ra ngoai mat. Téi gdp nang lan dé réi thoi.

Giong Phu Yén trong va cao cla Lé Thu dugm vé buén ménh mang,

“Anh kéu tui bang tén ‘Thu’ 13 dwoc roi, ‘Lé Thu’ nghe budn thui rudt.”

“Sao la vay? toi tudng tén ‘Lé Thu' dep tuyét vai,” tdi ngac nhién.

“B6 anh khong nghe ndu hat ‘Nwdc mét mua Thu khdc ai trong chiéu, Hang cdy trut Id
nghia trang diu hiv’ sao na?” nang cudi budn; “nau” 13 “dai danh tir dung rong rii cGia vung Phu
Yén - Binh Dinh dé chi ngudi dy, bon ho, hay ngudi ta.

“Lam to roi Thu oil Thuc ra ‘18’ & day khong phai la nuwdc mat ma la dep d& nhu trong
‘diém 1&” hay ‘trang 1&.” ‘Lé thu’ 1d mua thu dep d8&, ch&* néu cé y nghia budn b3 nhu vy thi ai
ma dung d&t tén con gai minh? Trong danh tir Han Viét, néu mudn chi nwdc mat mua thu thi
phai ndi la ‘thu 1&’ ch&,” t6i duwoc dip giai thich.

“Dz4y na (vay sao)? Lau nay tui ci tudng s& phan tui hdm hiu 1a do cdi tén rau ri do,”
nang cudi héo hat thuat lai nhitng gian truan nang da trai qua, va cung toi két lai nhirng bién cd
clia moét ngay thang Tu dau thuong.

Lé Thu la con dau long cda mdt gia dinh c6 ndm ngudi con, cha la ha st quan quan doi Viét nam
Cong hoa (“VNCH”). Ong tlr tran & Dong Xuan thudc tinh Phd Yén ndm nang hoc dé t (16p 9),
nang vira di hoc vira d& dan me budn ban ngoai chg dé nudi em. Sau khi d4u Tu tai |, nang bd
hoc sang phi trudng Bong Tac lam thong dich vién trong can ¢ Khdng quan Hoa ky. Nh¢ tinh
than hoc héi va chiu khé lam viéc (bao nhiéu gi¢ phu troi cling khdng tir), nang tré thanh phu ta
dac lwe va tin can cla vi twdng chi huy tredng cin cr. C6 nhan vién dan sy Pham thi Lé Thu
duogc kinh né goi la “Miss Autumn T. Pham.”



Sau khi Hiép dinh Paris 1973 duoc ky ké&t, Hoa ky rat quan va chuyén giao can c* Ddng Tac cho
VNCH, va vi twéng chi huy ngudi My chuyén sang phia dan sy va dgi vé Sai gon 1am viéc. Ong
dé nghi Autumn dua gia dinh di theo va tiép tuc lam viéc dudi quyén 6ng & van phong Tuy vién
Quan sy (Defense Attaché’s Office hay DAO) thudc tda Pai sit Hoa ky va nam trong can ct Tan
Son Nht, d& nghi ma nang va ba me hoan hi nhan 1i. Vi cong viéc, nang thwong xuyén dén
toa dai st trén dudng Thong Nhat va quen than véi Mark McNealy va Douglas Bradford 13 hai
chang Thay quan Luc chién (“TQLC”) trong trung doi canh phong. Trung ddi gdm khodng 50
ngudi; theo Hiép dinh Paris, do 13 s6 quan nhan t&i da ma Hoa ky cé thé giit tai Viét nam.

Vé dep d6ng phuong thuan hau va trong trang clia ngudi thidu nit chua tirng biét hen ho yéu
duwong khi€n Mark va Doug (tén tat ca Douglas) say dam. Hai chang sinh ra va lén 1én & mot
thanh phé nhé & tiéu bang Wisconsin phia bac Hoa ky. O nha canh nhau, hoc cung truong, tét
nghiép trung hoc cung mot luc, gia nhap TQLC cung mot ngay, va sang Viét nam cung phuc vu
trong trung déi canh phong va dn ngt di choi déu cé nhau. Hai chang dua nhau chinh phuc qua
tim cta Autumn, nhwng khéng vi thé ma tinh ban cta ho st mé. Con tim cla nang chi cé thé
trao cho mdt ngudi: Ké may man 1a Mark. Doug khdng nhitng khong phat ldong ma con thuong
ban va yéu mén ngudi yéu cta ban nhiéu hon. Ngay 13 thang Tu ndm 1975, tiéu ddi 13 ngudi
clia Mark duogc biét phai vao canh gac khudn vién DAO.

Khi Autumn nira then thung nira lo I3ng bao cho Mark biét minh tho thai, chang sung suwéng
chay ra tiém vang Kim Lgi trén dwdng Lé Thanh Tén, déc tdi mua chiéc nhan kim cwong cao gia
nhat cé thé mua duoc, va nhd Doug thu xp dé moi Autumn dén “du tiéc bat ngd” & Dai sdnh
Marshall 1a khu trd quan TQLC tai biét thy s6 204 dwong Hong Thap Tu. Toi ngay 23 thang Tu,
khi Autumn buéc vao phong, Mark quy mdt chan trudc mat nang dang nhan va cau hoén gitra
tiéng hoan hé cta ban dong doi.

Ngay 24, tinh hinh tr& nén nghiém trong, toan TQLC dwoc |énh bd Dai sdnh Marshall va trd
déng trong khu giai tri cla toa dai stt. HOm sau, Mark dua tién Autumn, me va cdc em nang, va
mot s6 than nhan khéac 1én may bay van tai di tn sang cdn cir Khdng quén Clark & Phi Luat Tan.
Khéng dé cudc chia tay chdp nhodng ciing |a gidy phut nhin thdy nhau cudi cung cla hai ké vira
dinh uédc.

Ba gi® rudi sang ngay 29, Viét Cong bat dau phao kich vao cin c& Tan Son Nhirt, mét qua hoa
tién ban tring Tram Gac S6 1 cla khuén vién DAO khién hai quan nhan TQLC bij t&r thuwong; ho 13
thuwong vong cudi clung cta Hoa ky trén dat Viét nam. Mark la moét trong hai nguoi linh khéng
may do.

Mudi gioy 51 phut sang, chién dich Gié Thudng Hay Théi (Frequent Wind) khéi ddng. Chién dich
nham dua ra khdi Sai gon cac cdng dan Hoa ky, cong dan cac nudc thir ba nhu Pai Han va Nhat
Ban, va ngudi Viét thudc cac thanh phan nhu nhan vién s& My, s quan cao cp, va vién chirc
chinh phd quan trong. T cdc chién ham cta Pé that Ham ddi Hoa ky dau ngoai khoi Viing Tau,
cac todn TQLC dwoc dwa vao bo tri cac vi tri chién lvgc dé bao vé an ninh cho cudc di tan. Poan
truc thang don ngudi di bay ngop troi Sai gon.



Pai Phat thanh Quan doi Hoa ky lién tuc phat mat hiéu “Hém nay Sai gon nong 105 dé
[Fahrenheit], va nhiét d¢ cang luc cang 1én cao” va danh bai “I'm Dreaming of a White
Christmas” (T6i mo Gidng sinh tuyét trang). Xe buyt dén hanh khach & 28 diém tap trung trong
thanh ph6 va theo bdn 16 trinh khac nhau dwa ho vao khuén vién DAO; tir dy, truc thang ché
ho ra chién ham. Tryc thing cling dén ngudi tai 13 b3i dap cé son hinh chiéc may bay trén san
thwong cla cac ngdi nha d3 dwoc chi dinh tlr trwdec.

Dén sang ngay 29, ¢4 khoang 10,000 ngudi tu tap chen |&n trude toa dai st va 2,500 ngudi da
vao duoc bén trong; tat cd déu thiét tha mong duoc ra di. Tuy nhién, phai doi dén khoang bay
gio t8i, sau khi viéc di tan & DAO hoan tat, doan truc thang mdi chuyén sang “bdc” ngudi & tda
dai str. Cach mudi phat la hai chiéc tryc thiang dap xuéng bai dau xe va san thwong. Khodng
hai gi& sdng ngay 30, tda dai sir wdc tinh can 19 chuyén nita dé di chuyén s ngudi & bén trong.
Mac du ngudi bén ngoai liéu linh vuot tudng nhady vao cang ltc cang ddng, Téng théng Hoa ky
ra Iénh chi dén thém 19 chuyén nita va Dai sit Marteney phai ra di.

Khi 6ng dai st [8n chuyén truc thing cudi cung va phi cdng truyén di tin hiéu “Hé dd thodt ra,”
ai ndy déu yén tri chién dich d3 hoan tat. Nhwng that ra con khoang 60 TQLC cé thi trén san
thuong. Khéng nhirng ho phai nom nép dé phong Viét Codng tan cdng ma con phai ngdn chan
khéng cho dam doéng, nhitng ké & budc dwong cung khao khat dugc [én truc thing, pha clra
x0ng |&n. Hai chiéc tryc thing quay trd lai dén TQLC, nhwng khéng dd chd cho ca 60 ngudi.
Tiéu d6i mudi mot ngudi cla Doug & lai, doi gdn mot tiéng dong ho, va bat dau tuyét vong khi
chiéc tryc thang van tai dugc bdn truc thang chién dau hé téng hién ra & chan troi. Doug la
nguwdi cudi cung Ién truc thang. Nhin xudng thanh phé bdc khéi bén duwdi, chang néi tham,
“Vinh biét em yéu, Autumn!”

Cudc di tdn bang truc thing I&n nhat lich st dwa di téng cong 6,968 ngudi, gdm 1,373 ngudi My
va 5,595 ngudi Viét va cong dan cac nudce thir ba.

* k %

Tl Phi Luat Tan, Lé Thu dwoc dua sang can c&r Khdng quan Andersen & dao Guam va sau cung
|a Trai Pendleton. Nang viét thu cho Mark vé dia chi FPO cta don vi; FPO (Fleet Post Office) la
khu buu chinh cha Hai quan Hoa ky bao gdbm ca TQLC, twong tu nhu KBC cda quan d6i VNCH.
Nhuwng thu di thi cd ma thu vé thi khéng, Mark bién biét tdm hoi. Nang 8m nghén, budi sang o
oe ndn mira, va sudt ngay nghién ring chiu dwng tiéng bac ti€ng chi clia ba me. Ba mang nhiéc
¢ con gai khéng chiu gilt gin trinh tiét dé cho “thang S& Khanh” lgi dung huwédng thu than xac



chén ché rbi cao bay xa chay. Ngay nao ba cling giuc nang di pha thai, truc cdi “cta ng” ra cho
ranh rang lam lai cudc doi noi dat khach qué ngudi.

Dan dan, Lé Thu thay I&i day nghién ctia me la hop ly va thiét thyc. Gilta thang Bay, nang tdi
bénh vién Hai quan thudc Trai Pendleton xin “thuc hién tha thuit.” Bénh vién chi cé mot bac st
san/phu khoa ma nhu cau cla dan ba ty nan thi cao nén y ta cho hen mot tuan sau. Ngay hém
truwdc cudc hen bac st, Doug bdng xuat hién — mot minh. Khong thay Mark, Lé Thu doan biét ty
sw; nang ém cham lay Doug va khéc 0a,

“Mark mat roi phai khéng? Dang 18 toi phai nghi dén chuyén bat hanh nay tir hai thang
trudce...”

“Autumn, em ran binh tinh. Mark hy sinh vao ngay cu6i cung cla cudc chién, toi rat tiéc.
Toi v cung an hén vi d3 dinh ninh em ket lai & Viét nam. Thu em gli cho Mark thi Quan buu
chuyén vé nha cha me Mark la 6ng ba McNealy. Ong ba qué dau dén vi mat dira con duy nhat
va khéng hé md thuw ra xem. Cho dén ngay hdm kia, téi nghi phép vé thdm nha; khi d6 moi viéc
mdi sang td. Ong ba McNealy thanh that xin 16i em va gia dinh,” nuwdc mat ran rua trén mat
Doug.

“Cam on anh. Mark khéng con, dng ba 4y va ca anh nira déu khdng lam gi duoc cho
t6i,” L& Thu chui nudc mat.

“Khong, khong, Autumn oi! Gia dinh Bradford cla t6i va gia dinh McNealy, hai nha xin
em cho chung t6i co hoi dum boc em va gia dinh.”

Noi doan Doug quy mot chan, 18y hdp nhan trong tui ra, va nang |&n bang ca hai tay,

“Autumn Thu Pham, xin em ban cho tdi cdi vinh dy |&n nhat doi 1 1am chéng em va cha
cla dra bé trong bung em. DAy la chiéc nhan dinh hén cla me tdi. Hai gia dinh Bradford va
McNealy s& xem con chidng minh la chdu chung. Em biét la toi lGc nao cling yéu em ma.”

Lé Thu rau rau ha thap giong ndi vdi toi va thang Sang,

“Ngay mai gia dinh tui di Wisconsin dinh cu, va hai tuan nira tui tui lam ddm cudi. A,
Sang oi, tir nay s& khdng con cai tén ‘L& Thu,” dU 13 ‘mua thu dep d& hay ‘nwdc mat mua thu,’
ma chi cé Autumn T. McNealy théi.”

“Sao chij bién thanh ba My dzang nhanh qua dzdy?” thang Sang cudi cudi.

“Cha me Mark muén chinh thirc nhin con tui la chdu nén xin nhan tui lam con nudi. Nhd
Autumn nay thanh con géi va ngudi thira k& cha 6ng bd, va mang ho McNealy. D& séng mai véi
tinh yéu déi véi Mark, tui s& gilt ho dnh chd héng cé 1ay ho mai cia chdong nhu dan ba My
khac.”

Ngudi con géi Pha Yén chung thiy v&i ngudi yéu dau doi nhu cham ngdn “semper fidelis” cua
binh ching TQLC cta chang. Thuong noi gon la Semper Fi, thanh ngit La-tinh nay c6 nghia la
“bao gi®r cling trung thanh.” Phu ni¥ nhuw nang dé cé may nguoil
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